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smashing climax to the onslaught of the
Germans on the Eussians in Galicia.
Tremendously occupied as he was through the
spring and summer with the great national efiort
to supply our armies with adequate munitions,
Mr. Lloyd George was never blind or indifferent
to the general trend of what followed.
Events began to succeed one another with
fearful rapidity. In May and June the Russians
were cleared out of Galicia. Then began that
great rush forward of the central German armies
which swept over fortress after fortress 6t like
castles of sand/' and submerged all the fairest
towns of Western Central Russia.1
To these disasters there were, indeed, com-
pensations in other fields of war. On May 23rd
Italy declared war against Austria. In July
Botha conquered South-West Africa. In the
West the British and French troops still held
on against the overwhelming forces of Germany
attempting to snatch the Channel coast with
every devilish device of gas and flame.
But, on the whole, the balance was against the
Allies. The fact that stared Mr. Lloyd George
in the face, wherever he looked at the fields of
war, was that the Allied armies were out-
numbered by the stupendous and unexpected
man-power of Central Europe.
It was this fact that led him in this autumn to
give to the public the first intimation that he,
hitherto a convinced voluntaryist, was now
1 Swallowing up Warsaw on August 4th, Ivangorod on
August 5th, Siedlce on August 12th, Kovno on August 17th,
Novo-Gleorgievsk on August 19th, Brest Litovsk on August 25th,
and Grodno on September 2nd.
14